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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
We hope your holiday was full of family and fun and that you successfully navigated
all the weather events.

It has been five months since our last newsletter, but rest assured, your board members and
volunteers have been BUSY! How can we squeeze so much news into one Newsletter you
might ask ?? Read on to find out.

Plans for 2023 and How You Can Help

Heritage week celebration Saturday,  Feb 25 in the Mindemoya Community Centre.
More information, coming soon. We hope to have lots of vendors, entertainment and
heritage displays. Volunteers are always needed so if you can help at all, please contact
Alison or Lynn at mindemoyaoldschool@gmail.com

A great lineup of merchandise: New pottery mugs created by
Lonely Bay Pottery, will join other FOMOS merchandise that has
been so popular. You still have a chance to purchase bags, magnets,
and a limited number of medallions. It’s a chance to get your copy of“
Tales From The Mindemoya Old School” by Joanne Smith, filled with
memories of school days past by former students.

We are planning another Art Auction, to start in late spring and catch the tourist season. If
you are one of the many talented artists in our membership, perhaps you would consider
donating a piece for this annual auction, it would be greatly appreciated.

We will again be holding a spring Yard, Trunk and Bake Sale. The last one was a huge
success.

Save the date: August 12, 2023, will see the third annual Birthday Bash picnic and fun day.
We haven’t worked out the details but it’s not too early to think about helping, renting a table,
manning a food stand, providing entertainment etc. Volunteers are needed year-round as
well.

We always need extra help stamping and labelling envelopes, assisting with our newsletter,
and helping at events. Every little bit helps.  We will ensure that you are comfortable with the
volunteer task.

We may have some new fundraisers popping up so watch for us

IF YOU CAN HELP IN ANY CAPACITY AT ANY OF THESE PLANNED EVENTS, PLEASE
CONTACT US AT mindemoyaoldschool@gmail.com
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Accolades for FOMOS!
Winners of the Ontario Historical Society’s Heritage Conservation Award

FOMOS is the proud recipient of the OHS Heritage Conservation Award
for 2022 in recognition of our hard work in saving the school from
demolition. The Ontario Historical Society recognizes the value of
preserving this part of Manitoulin’s history.

Last spring we had the pleasure of giving Rob Leverty, Executive
Director of the Ontario Historical Society, based in Toronto, a tour of the
Old School.

Praise for: Tales from the Mindemoya Old School
collected and edited by Joanne Smith

Review by Dr. Cynthia Comacchio, "From the Bookshelf" in the OHS Bulletin,
Dec 2022. Excerpts reprinted by permission. For Dr. Comacchio’s full review,
visit the FOMOS website, www.mindemoyaoldschool.ca.

“This collection of ‘tales,’ including both personal memories and excerpts from published and
unpublished archival material, was uncovered and collated by the very capable
member/editor Joanne Smith, who acknowledges, in particular, the support and assistance
of the Central Manitoulin Historical Society. The result is a charming montage of the “every
day” and the official, the personal and the public.” …

“The memories here depict what life was like in the little town as much as the school, in so
many ways confirming the ways in which community, church and home reinforced, and were
reinforced by, what children were taught—not just through delivery of the Ontario standard
curriculum, but also in formal and informal interactions during school hours and outside of
them. In the opening reflection, Joanne Hodgson Smith describes the various ways in which
Mindemoya ‘had pretty much [anything] any of us ever needed.’ So it would seem to a child
for whom the local was pretty much the world. But more to the point, as she thoughtfully
concludes, ‘The town not only had all the amenities but it had people who worked hard and
were fiercely proud of this little place. They played, loved, laughed
together, and somehow knew they were creating a magical place for families to grow’ (2-3).
Not all memories, of course, are so rosy.” …

“Even in 1946, Tom Robinson was transported to the school with other children from
neighbouring towns in a covered horse-drawn sleigh that featured a wood stove in winter,
and then a truck with uncomfortable wooden seats in better weather. Not surprisingly, ‘It
seemed to be a very long drive to get to school” (6).’ No doubt his feelings were shared by
Wilda Taylor Campbell, who, because her family was the last to board, ‘often cried with the
heat’ because she had to sit near that stove (8).”  ...



Praise for Tales from the Mindemoya Old School continued…
“There are many such anecdotes and excerpts that recount tales both unique and similar.
There are many photos as well, personal and official, in black and white as well as colour. As
well as adding these recollections to what we know of the history of childhood, of rural towns
and rural schools in Ontario, as mentioned, this book is an important part of the fundraising
campaign for this vital project.”

Fundraising: Grants and Donations in 2022

The Smith Family Foundation donated $50K for the new roof. The Architectural
Conservancy of Ontario, a charity dedicated to the preservation of historical buildings, has
taken on roof repairs as one of their projects, with FOMOS acting as their agent.

Trillium Mutual Insurance awarded us a $10K capital grant.

We received a Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture grant for $1400.

We entered a National Trust competition for $50,000 but unfortunately were not shortlisted
this time. This won’t stop us from trying again!

In our first FOMOS 50/50 raffle, Nancy F. had the winning ticket, worth $1442.50.
Our thanks to everyone who participated!

Our Fall Appeal once again showed how much people care. Thanks to generous donations
from individuals – members and non-members alike – we surpassed the milestone required
in the lease (with the Municipality of Central Manitoulin), by $11,000 in the Fall campaign
alone. Our lease has a number of specific dates and milestones that must be met, including
a requirement to raise $50,000 by the end of October, and we jumped that first hurdle,
thanks to your generosity.

We currently have two very substantial grants through the Provincial Government that are at
the 2nd level of consideration. If these are approved it will be a huge boost to launch the
renovation project. We’ve also enlisted the services of an experienced young grant writer
who is assisting with applications.

Renovation Planning

Thanks to member and volunteer extraordinaire, Andrea Tann, we have enlisted the services
of Belanger-Salach Architecture, who brought a team to do an in-depth site visit and have
begun drawing up plans for our renovations. They have already generously donated a great
deal of their time for this, notably assisting us in developing a Construction Plan by the end
of October, which was another requirement of the lease.



What else kept us busy in 2022?
Once again “A good time was had by all” at our 2nd annual Birthday Bash and picnic. This
year’s fun-filled activities took place in the Mindemoya arena with a bbq and cold drink
station set up on the school lawn. Numerous vendors sold their amazing products, and
yummy baked goods and vegetables were abundant. The intriguing historical displays were
a real draw and a scavenger hunt kept the young and not-so-young, busy. Dancers had a
chance to enjoy the music of The Islanders and line dance demos and lessons provided by
Island Time Dancing. The final bidding took place at our silent art auction, winners were
announced and a small live auction gave Jean-Marc Pharand a chance to show off his
auctioneering skills. At the end of the day, we raised $2500 for our project.

FOMOS had a successful day in Providence Bay at the Fall Craft sale and had a table at
the Christmas market in Tehkummah. Thanks to the dedicated volunteers.

Early October saw a Walk Through event in the school. For two days, the public had an
opportunity to see for themselves why we are so passionate about saving the school. For
many, it was a first glimpse of the interior and for others, it was a chance to relive memories.
It was a resounding success with nothing but great comments resulting.

Your board members continue to attend lots of meetings and webinars so that we can be on
top of our game.

The Lease - Upcoming Milestones and Deadlines
Our lease has very stringent requirements. In 2023 we must provide Concept Design
documents by the end of August. By the end of February 2024, we are required to provide
stamped, tender-ready drawings, and to raise $525,000.

In addition to the lease requirements, in 2023 we envision the following work:
● Repair the roof, which has been allowed to deteriorate. Replace asphalt shingles,

underlayment where required, ice and water shield, roof vents, flashing, metal fascia,
eavestrough and downspouts.

● Remove or contain hazardous material in areas where work and renovation will take
place.

● Inspect the current hydronic heating system completely to ensure working order.
Remove the current oil boiler.

● Re-insulate the attic to R60, bringing it up to modern insulation standards.
● Begin demolition of the lower level floor.

Every Contribution, Big or Small, Counts!
You can help save this historic building by sending your donation by e-transfer to
mindemoyaoldschool@gmail.com, with a message letting us know it’s a gift from
you. Or send a cheque by post. Please note we cannot issue tax-deductible receipts.

FOMOS, P.O. Box 107, Mindemoya, ON  P0P 1S0
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